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We have developed a process that ranks stocks according to various fundamental metrics. In our latest report, “The Best 
29 Stocks for 2017.” These 29 ideas already appear very attractive on a fundamental basis. 
 
To narrow our selection further to just 5 stock ideas, in a time efficient manner, we looked for fundamentally attractive 
stocks that were trading near their 50-day or 200-day moving averages.  
 
These moving average price levels are a form of “resistance” that retail traders, institutional traders, and quantitative 
trading programs use to help execute buy and sell strategies.  
 
Because the entire market is focused on these moving averages, they in of themselves become useful tells of the 
possible follow-through price direction of a stock.  
 
If a stock price tests a resistance level and “bounces off” of it or “falls through”, that may be continue to be the price 
direction of the stock, at least in the short term.   
 
We already have a positive fundamental bias in the above recommended stocks. For these 5 particular stocks, we think 
they also have a good chance of testing resistance and moving higher again.  
 
We spent 2 hours reviewing charts, developing price targets, and this report. 
 
Please see our disclaimers and disclosures on the last page. 
  

Buying Opportunities
1/18/2017 to 1/19/2017

Sector Company Ticker 1/19/2017 Price Target Stop Target
Industrials JetBlue Airways Corporation JBLU 21.70            24.44$             19.73$             
Information Technology Facebook, Inc. FB 128.18          141.85$            119.19$            
Consumer Discretionary Burlington Stores, Inc. BURL 84.39            100.40$            81.55$             
Financials Fifth Third Bancorp FITB 26.21            29.69$             24.40$             
Financials Medical Properties Trust Inc. MPW 12.52            14.45$             11.50$             

Near term
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Medical Properties Trust (MPW) 
Recent breakout above 50-day moving average, decent buying opportuntity. 
Since we have a positive fundamental bias, we think this is a good buying opportunity. 
Reassess if it closes below 50-day moving average, currently at $12.27. 
 

 
 
 
 
Burlington Stores (BURL) 
Stock is consolidating after a breakout on November 22.  
Now testing resistance at the 50-day moving average.  
A close above $84.14 is a good sign, and a close below is not a good sign. 
Since our fundamental view is positive, we suggest establishing a position at the current level. 
Reassess if it falls below $84.14. 
 

 
 
 
  



Fifth Third Bancorp (FITB) 
Stock seems to have successfully tested the 50-day moving average. 
Since our fundamental view is positive, we suggest establishing a position at the current level. 
Reassess if it falls below $26.11 
 

 
 
 
 
JetBlue (JBLU) 
After breaking out on November 7, the stock appears to have recently successfully tested the 50-day moving average.  
Since we have a positive fundamental bias on the stock, this looks like a good buying opportunity. 
Reassess if it closes below the 50-day moving average, currently at $21.31. 
 

 
  



Potential Near-term Buying Opportunities 
 
Facebook (FB) 
FB recently broke out above its 50-day and 200-day moving average. 
The stock recently hit a short-term price target in our model portfolio strategy. 
FB can be volatile. A buy may be ok at the current level. 
However, I would prefer waiting to see if it tests the moving averages again. 
 

 
 
 
 
  



DISCLOSURES 
Ascendere is in the business of providing equity research and related consulting services to investors and their advisors.  The equity 
research it provides includes basic quantitative model portfolios and more detailed fundamental research with respect to individual 
stocks.  In addition, the firm manages stock portfolios for itself and clients.   
 
Ascendere does not rate stocks on any scale, but does offer individual stock commentary and valuation opinions.  With regard to 
Ascendere's portfolio strategies, "long" or "high-quality" baskets should generally be considered buys, unless otherwise noted.  
Stocks in our "short" or "low-quality" baskets should generally be considered sells, unless otherwise noted.  While exceptions may 
occasionally occur, typically stocks in the high-quality basket are expected to outperform the S&P 500 over a month's time and 
stocks in the low-quality basket are expected to underperform.  A more relevant benchmark would comprise of all stocks and ADRs 
that trade on major U.S. stock exchanges with a market cap above $2 billion.   
 
Ascendere adheres to professional standards and abides by codes of ethics that put the interests of clients ahead of its own.  The 
following are specific disclosures made by Ascendere: 
1) Ascendere may have a financial interest in the companies referred to in this report ("the Companies").  The research analyst 
covering the Companies and members of the analyst's immediate family may have a financial interest in one or more of the 
Companies.   
2) Ascendere generates revenue from research subscription revenue.  At any given time it may be long or short any of the 
Companies. 
3) Ascendere does not make a market in the securities of any of the Companies. 
4) Ascendere has not received compensation from the Companies. 
5) Ascendere has not managed or co-managed a public offering for any of the Companies.   
6) Neither Ascendere nor any of its officers or any family member of the covering analyst serves as an officer, director or advisory 
board member of any of the Companies. 
7) Neither Ascendere nor any of its officers or any family member of the covering analyst beneficially owns 1% or more of any class 
of securities of any of the Companies.   
 
 
DISCLAIMERS 
This report is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute a recommendation, or an offer, to buy or sell any 
securities or related financial instruments.  The report is not intended to be in furtherance of the specific investment objectives, 
financial situation, or particular needs of any individual recipient.  Investment decisions should be based on an individual's own 
goals, time horizon and tolerance for risk.  The information contained herein accurately reflects the opinion of Ascendere at the time 
the report was released.  The opinions of Ascendere are subject to change at any time without notice and without obligation or 
notification.  The officers, affiliates or family members of Ascendere Associates may hold positions in the securities of the 
Companies.  No warranty is made as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.  The views and opinions expressed in the 
market commentary reflect the opinions of the author and may be based upon information obtained from third-party sources 
believed to be reliable but not guaranteed.  These opinions are subject to change at any time based upon market or other 
conditions.  Ascendere disclaims any responsibility to update such views.  This information is intended for the sole use of clients of 
Ascendere.  Any other use, distribution or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  Investing in stocks includes a high degree of risk, 
including the risk of total loss.  This is for informational purposes only and is not intended to constitute a current or past 
recommendation, investment advice of any kind, or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities or investment services. All 
information, opinions and estimates are current as of original distribution by author and are subject to change at any time without 
notice. Any companies, securities and/or markets referenced are solely for illustrative purposes.  Past performance is not indicative 
of future performance, and no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made regarding future performance. 
 
Any dissemination or copying of this commentary is strictly prohibited.   
 


